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SUB J : PDC MEETING ATTACKED BY DEMONSTRATORS 

REF: (A) LISBON 628 

(B) LISBON 1061 

(C) LISBON 1046 

1. FIRST LARGE RALLY OF CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC PARTY (PDC) 

SINCE ITS REVITALIZATION (REF A) WAS HELD ON EVENING OF 
FEB. 25 AT SPORTS PALACE IN CENTRAL LISBON. LUAR. A FAR LEFT 
REVOLUTIONARY ACTION GROUP (REF B), AND WARNED THAT IT WOULD BOYCOTT 
THE MEETING. ("BOYCOTT IN TODAY'S PORTUGAL MEANS ACTIVE 
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2. GOP SECURITY FORCES TOOK SOME PRECAUTIONS PRIOR TO RATTY 
USING MILITARY, POLICE, AND A FEW ARMORED CARS. HOWEVER, ABOUT 

AN HOUR AFTER BEGINNING OF MEETING, SMALL GROUP OF DEMONSTRATORS 
MANAGED TO GET INSIDE AND CREATED A DISTURBANCE AT BACK OF HALL. 
THIS CAUSED IMMEDIATE REACTION ON PARTY OF PDC YOUTHS WHO RAN 
FOR DEMONSTRATORS, SPOILING FOR A FIGHT. DEMONSTRATORS HASTILY 
EXITED. 

3. RALLY PROCEEDED PEACEFULLY UNTIL MIDNIGHT CONCLUSION, AT 
WHICH POINT LEADERS ANNOUNCED THAT DUE TO PRESENCE OF DEMONSTRA- 
TORS OUTSIDE BUILDING WHO WERE THROWING ROCKS IT WOULD NOT BE 
SAFE TO LEAVE. AT 2:15 A.M. SOLDIERS BEGAN ESCORTING SMALL 

GROUPS OF PDC MEMBERS OUT OF BUILDING AND AWAY FROM THE 

AREA. HOWEVER, A ROCK THROWING CONTINUED, AND THERE WERE SEVERAL 

INJURIES TO PDC PARTICIPANTS AND TO SECURITY FORCES. 

4. SECURITY FORCES, WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF ARMORED CARS, 

MOUNTED POLICE, AND ARMY TROOPS WRE FINALLY ABLE TO GET ALL 
PDC PARTICIPANTS OUT OF BUILDING BY 3:00 A.M. 

5. IT IS NOT YET CLEAR WHO THE DEMONSTRATORS WERE. ALTHOUGH 

WE CONSIDER IT LIKELY THAT LUAR WAS THE PRINCIPAL GROUP INVOLVED, 
OTHER FAR-LEFT GROUPS MAY HAVE PARTICIPATED. 

6. COMMENT: LIKE THE VIOLENCE AT THE CDS OPORTO MEETING 
JAN. 25, THIS INCIDENT AGAIN RAISES SERIOUS QUESTIONS:. WHY 
DIDN'T THE GOP, IN VIEW OF THE AMPLE WARNING AVAILABLE, TAKE 
MEASURES TO PROTECT THE PDC MEETING? DOES THE FAILURE TO 
PROVIDE EFFECTIVE PROTECTION MEAN THAT THE PDC IS CONSIDERED BY 
THE AFM AS UNACCEPTABLE AS THE CDS ? MOST IMPORTANTLY, WILL 
MODERATE PARTIES BE ABLE TO CAMPAIGN EFFECTIVELY IN THE FACE OF 
HARASSMENT AND VIOLENCE ON THE PART OF THE LEFT (REF C)? 

7. WHETHER GOP ACTIVELY SPONSORS OR MERELY ACQUIESCES IN 
HARASSMENT OF CENTRIST PARTIES, RESULTS IS SAME: INTIMIDATION AND 
FEAR OF CONTESTING ELECTION. GOVERNMENT S PROTESTATIONS OF 
POLICE INCOMPETENCE, LACK OF WARNING, POOR COORDINATION, ETC. 

RING INCREASINGLY HOLLOW IN VIEW OF ANOTHER INCIDENT OF 
HARASSMENT AND INTIMIDATION. 
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